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India is a country where even in a monarchy, the local system was rich in
terms of democratic decentralization. Historically, the local self-government of India
was the common people's government. The pillar of Indian civilization is the Vedas.

RICE]l That is why we start this period from the Vedic period. In the Vedic period, Sabha and

, Samiti were considered synonyms of urban government. The local body was at the
NSEIGRESIGRTEIL peak of prestige and development in the Vedic period. After this, Janapadas
quiﬁm (city—statgs) ex!sted in the epic period.The Sabha gnd the Samiti were fgnctioning
WW during this period as well. In the Mahabharata period, these local institutions were
’ run under the name of Paur and Range. Urban governments were completely free to
31\_7@?, ST, HRd make their own internal arrangements. Kautilya has told about local administration in
the Arthashastra in the Maurya period. Describing the urban institutions as Pur,
Kautilya tells about the appointment of an officer named "Sthika". The best example
of urban governments during the Maurya period was 'Pataliputra’.After this, during
the Gupta period, officials named 'Grampati' at the village level and "Vishvapati" at
the district level started controlling the local administration. During the Chola rule
"Nadu Parishads" were functioning in the villages. Various dynasties ruled during the
Rajput rule. Political instability prevailed during this period. The exploitation of the

feudal lords made these institutions inactive.
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